
Census Bureau Press Conference at UTPA

D
ata

& Information

Systems Center

DISCDISC

COSERVE

Vol. 3     Issue  3 The quarterly newsletter of DISC 3rd Quarter 1999

Member of the Texas Centers for Border Economic and Enterprise Development

NEWS
kkkkk

VIEWS

NEWS
kkkkk

VIEWS

The University of Texas - Pan American

On September 28th, 1999, Alfonso Mirabal, Regional Director for the Census

Bureau held a press conference at UT-Pan American's International Trade and

Technology Building.  He addressed the local press, promotoras from La Joya

and San Carlos, and planners from neighboring cities.

In the 1990 census almost half a million people did not get counted in the State

of Texas.  This meant reduced federal funding for community education and

health services.

Counting the people in the colonias is one of the biggest challenges according

to Mirabal.  He said that every effort will be made to get a complete count in

the upcoming decennial census.  Speaking about

the census process, Mirabal said that most of the

census taking will be done through the mail.

When a household does not mail back the census

form, census takers visit the household to get the

information.  Bilingual census takers will be hired

for the Rio Grande Valley.  It is a time consuming

and costly process but the payback for the

community is significant.  Mirabal answered

questions and encouraged each and everyone in

the audience to promote Census 2000.  "It's about

money and power for the community, the county,

and the state," he said.

Alfonso Mirabal, Regional Director, Census Bureau
addresses the audience on the upcoming census.

At the press conference from l to r Juan Lopez, Chief of Planning-City
of Edinburg; Alfonso Mirabal; Mayor Joe Ochoa, City of Edinburg; Roland
Arriola, Vice President for External Affairs-UTPA; Ed Taylor, Senior
Planner-City of McAllen.
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As of January 1, 1999
Source: 1980, 1990, Census of Population & Housing, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C.

1999 Population Estimates, Texas State Data Center, College Station, Texas
Prepared by: UTPA Data & Information Systems Center (DISC)

1201 W. University Drive, Edinburg, TX-78539
http://coserve1.panam.edu/disc/

Rio Grande Valley - Population UpdateRio Grande Valley - Population UpdateRio Grande Valley - Population UpdateRio Grande Valley - Population UpdateRio Grande Valley - Population Update
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Continuing our series on the 2000 census, this quarter's topic is...

Census for the 21 st Century

Census 2000 in a Flash

How Big Is It?
• 275 million U.S. residents

• 118 million housing units in the United States alone

• 1.5 million housing units in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Island Areas

• 2.7 million applicants recruited

• 285,000 jobs at peak

• 500 Local Census Offices, 12 Regional Census Centers and 4 Data Processing Centers

• 500 local area networks, 6,000 personal computers and 1,500 printers (set up, used and

dismantled in one year)

• 8 million maps needed for field work

• 79 million questionnaires returned within a two-week period

• 8 to 9 million blocks covered

When Is It?
1998-1999: Developing the address list for Census 2000 and recruiting workers for census

jobs

Beginning mid-March 2000: Census questionnaires delivered

APRIL 1, 2000: CENSUS DAY

March-May 2000: Census takers visit housing units in rural and remote areas to drop off

and/or pick up forms.

April-June 2000: Census takers visit housing units that did not return census forms

October-November 2000: All field work completed

December 31, 2000: Apportionment counts delivered to the President

April 1, 2001: All states receive redistricting counts



•   Census of Population and Housing
•   Census Maps & Data for Counties, Cities, Census Tracts, Block Groups,
     Blocks, and Zip Codes
•   Population Estimates and Projections for Counties
•   Economic Census (Agriculture, Construction, Government, Manufacturing,
     Retail Trade, Services, and Wholesale Trade)
•   County Business Patterns
•   Employment and Unemployment Data by County
•   Census Tract Factbook for the Rio Grande Valley
•   Street Index by Census Tract for Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, and Willacy
     Counties
•   Geographic Information System (GIS) Services
•   U.S. Statistical Abstracts
•   Customized Consultation Services

Office of Center Operations and Community Services
The University of Texas - Pan American
International Trade and Technology Building, Rm. 1.404H
1201 W. University Dr.
Edinburg, Texas 78539-2999
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Data & Information Systems Center (DISC)

DISC, at The University of Texas - Pan American, is a
State Data Center Affiliate and a Member of the Texas
Centers for Border Economic and Enterprise Development

Service Area:

Products & Services:

Southernmost  19 counties of Texas:  Aransas, Bee, Brooks, Cameron, Duval,
Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, Kenedy, Kleberg, Live Oak, McMullen, Nueces,
Refugio, San Patricio, Starr, Webb, Willacy, and Zapata.

CoSERVE  (Of f ice of  Center
Operat ions and Communi ty
Services) is the community outreach
component  of UT-Pan American.
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